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The Montana Public Service Commission (MPSC) respectfu lly submits these 

reply comments in response to comments filed in the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) 's September 26, 2013, Report and Order and Further Notice 

of Proposed Rulemaking in the matter of Rates for Interstate Inmate Calling 

Services. 

The MPSC strongly agrees with the comments filed by National 

Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC), indicating that, "states 

are in the best position to oversee and investigate matters re lating to ICS 

INTRAstate rates and service quality,"l and "FCC action to expand its authority 

to affect INTRAstate rates can interfere with existing state programs and 

undermine State jurisdiction to handle related complaints and revise 

programs."2 

The MPSC also agrees with Centurylink's comments, "The Commission 

should respect the limits of its authority, decline to adopt additional intrastate 

ICS regulations, and instead leave regulation of intrastate ICS rates and related 

policy judgments to correctional institutions and the states."3 

' Rates for Interstate Inmate Calling Services, WC Docket No. 12-375, Comments of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners, p.3, filed December 20, 2013. 
21d. at 4. 
3 Rates for Interstate Inmate Calling Services, WC Docket No. 12-375, Comments of Centurylink, 
p.2, filed December 20, 2013. 



The MPSC agrees with comments submitted by several parties, including 

NARUC and Centurylink, explaining that Section 27 6 gives the FCC limited 

authority regarding compensation to payphone owners, but does not give the 

FCC rate regulation over intrastate ICS. Additionally, as indicated in comments 

submitted by Securus Technologies, Inc., Section 152 of the Communications 

Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. Section 152, does not give the FCC jurisdiction with respect 

to intrastate communication service.4 Therefore, the exclusive jurisdiction of 

intrastate rates falls to state regulators. 

level. 

The MPSC urges the FCC to leave regulation of intrastate rates at the state 

Dated the 9th day of January, 2014. 
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4 Rates for Interstate Inmate Calling Services, WC Docket No. 12-375, Comments of Securus 
Technologies, Inc., p.2, filed December 20,2013. 
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